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PRESS RELEASE 

Nürburgring/ Pfronstetten-Aichelau, 28 August 2022 

Steering development on the race track 
Good start into the second half of the DTM season for the Space Drive Mercedes-AMG GT3 #18 

Mercedes-AMG Team Mücke Motorsport narrowly misses the first points of the season with the 
steer-by-wire Mercedes-AMG GT3 and Maximilian Buhk on Saturday after a foggy slope, qualifying 
thriller on Sunday in a historically tight starting field. 

 
A conciliatory start to the second half of the DTM season at the Nürburgring, photo GruppeC photographie 

The Mercedes-AMG Team Mücke Motorsport with Maximilian Buhk has started ambitiously into the 
second half of the season. On the legendary 3,629-meter Grand Prix circuit at the Nürburgring with its 
11 corners, the 29-year-old Hanseatic driver narrowly missed out on the long-awaited points classifi-
cation on Saturday with 11th place in his steer-by-wire Mercedes-AMG GT3 #18 - which is equipped 
with the Space Drive electronic steering system from Schaeffler Paravan. On Sunday, he crossed the 
finish line in 14th place after an extremely close qualifying session.  

For a long time on Saturday, it was not at all clear whether the race could be started at all. A thick 
layer of fog lay over the Eifel circuit and ensured that the engines on the Eifel circuit were silent in the 
afternoon. Around 4:30 p.m., it cleared up and at 5:15 p.m., the race control gave the green light for 
the start of the first DTM race in the second half of the season, for which the spectators had to wait 
for hours. After the morning qualifying session had already been cancelled due to fog, the champion-
ship standings decided the starting order. For Maximilian Buhk, this meant grid position 23 in the field 
of 28 cars. 
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the fourth lap, the Space Drive driver was able to move up to 17th position in his Mer-
cedes-AMG GT3 #18 and worked his way forward lap after lap with a strong pace. The 
team then decided to make a late pit stop at the end of lap 26. The plan worked. In 
the end, Buhk was in eleventh place, just four tenths away from scoring his first points 
of the season. 

"The car was great, the Space Drive steering worked great, and I managed some good maneuvers: I no-
ticed immediately after the start that the balance was right and that I could put the pressure on," said 
Space Drive development driver Maximilian Buhk after the first race. "The strategy with the late stop also 
worked well. There would have been even more in it, but unfortunately, I got into a pack of several cars 
directly after the stop. And when you then have cold tires, it just gets tricky." 

On Sunday, the Eifel showed its sunny weather side, so that the 28 drivers could again fight for the best 
starting positions. Despite a strong qualifying session, the 1:26:230 - with a 0.286-second difference to 
pole - was only enough for 18th place on the grid in a historically tight starting field. In the race, Maximil-
ian Buhk was stuck in midfield. After an early safety car phase and the resulting early pit stop on lap seven, 
he was unable to make up further places due to traffic in the so-called fast line, despite an optimum tire 
change. On the restart he lost further positions in turn 2, got stuck and was unable to bring his good pace 
onto the track. So after 39 laps he was only 14th.  

"I am satisfied, even if I would have liked a slightly better race result" says Peter Mücke, Team Principal of 
Mercedes-AMG Team Mücke Motorsport after the race weekend. "Due to the safety car phase, it was dif-
ficult. We were at the end of the pit lane and didn't get out. That cost us a few places. But we had very 
good pace all weekend and see that the performance is there, even with the current development status 
of the Space Drive steering." 

At the next race, the Space Drive bolide with start number 18 will compete for the first time on the tradi-
tional Belgian circuit of Spa-Francorchamps. This will be the first race for a Space Drive development vehi-
cle from Schaeffler Paravan Technologie GmbH & Co.KG that does not require any mechanical connection 
at all between the steering unit and the steering gear, and it is a very special circuit: With a difference in 
altitude of around 100 meters over the course of the track and the numerous bends where high centrifu-
gal forces occur, the approximately seven-kilometer-long circuit is rightly also called the "Ardennes roller 
coaster". The Space Drive engineers and Mercedes-AMG Team Mücke Motorsport are hoping that the 
“Eau Rouge” bend in particular, which is negotiated at almost full speed and where extreme forces act on 
the vehicle, will provide important insights for the further development of the system.  

"We've never driven Eau Rouge before. It's something very special and certainly a challenge for the driver, 
the car and, of course, the Space Drive steering system. We used the time over the summer to realize fur-
ther development steps," says Axel Randolph, Head of Race at Schaeffler Paravan Technologie GmbH & Co. 
KG. "The corner is driven almost at full speed. Due to the dip and the associated compression, there are 
very high forces on the steering. This will be very challenging. We expect to gain very useful insights for 
further development, especially in terms of safety and load capacity." Peter Mücke is also looking forward 
to the challenge: "Spa is one of the most beautiful race tracks, with the highest stresses for the car and the 
steering. Everything has to fit in the Eau Rouge. It will be very interesting and we will learn a lot." 

In just under two weeks, on September 10 and 11, rounds eleven and twelve of the 2022 DTM will take 
place at Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium. Then it's on to Spielberg, Austria, at the Red Bull Ring on Septem-
ber 24 and 26, and the season finale at Hockenheim on October 8 and 9. 
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Marina Weiss, Mücke Motorsport GmbH 
Tel: +49 30 6331 3070, E-Mail: marina.weiss@muecke-motorsport.de 

Anke Leuschke, Spokesperson, Schaeffler Paravan Technologie GmbH &Co.KG 
Tel.: +49 7388 99 95 81, E-Mail: anke.leuschke@schaeffler-paravan.de 

About Mücke Motorsport: 
Mücke Motorsport has been successful in international motorsport for over 20 years as well as being active in all junior ar-
eas of Formula 3, GP3 within Formula 1, DTM and ADAC GT Masters. For many years, Mücke Motorsport was active in the 
Red Bull Junior Team and Mercedes works team in Formula 3 as well as in the DTM. During this time, more than 150 drivers 
have been trained at Mücke Motorsport. In the process, 12 drivers have managed to make it all the way to Formula 1, in-
cluding Sebastian Vettel, Sergio Perez, Pascal Wehrlein, Robert Kubica, Sebastien Buemi and Lando Norris. 36 drivers have 
become factory drivers in various categories. 24 drivers have competed in the 24h race at Le Mans for many years and have 
also won various international victories. In addition to driver training, the constant innovative further development of the 
racing cars by the Mücke Motorsport engineering team, which also provides software solutions in the field of vehicle simula-
tion and chassis analysis as a service provider, is a key area of responsibility for Mücke Motorsport. 

About Schaeffler Paravan Technologie GmbH & Co.KG: 
Schaeffler Paravan Technologie GmbH & Co. KG is a company specializing in the development of fail-operational drive-by-
wire systems - Space Drive - and chassis system solutions. It is headquartered in Herzogenaurach with an operating facility in 
Pfronstetten-Aichelau. Schaeffler Paravan Technologie is a joint venture (90 percent Schaeffler and ten percent Roland Ar-
nold) and was founded in October 2018. The Space Drive system developed by Paravan founder, Roland Arnold was com-
pletely transferred to the joint venture and will be industrialized there. For future autonomous driving vehicles, Schaeffer 
Paravan is also developing a "rolling chassis" with intelligent corner modules - with integrated Schaeffler wheel hub motors, 
brakes, space drive steering (90 degrees) and suspension in one system. www.schaeffler-paravan.de 
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